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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 21p

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-42

An articulating 1ink system capable of transmitting torque
comprising: at least two adjacent Tinks, and a bushing
disposed between the adjacent iinks, wherein at least one
said adjacent link includes either a i) socket or ii) torque
conferring protrusion at lTeast a portion of which has a
non-circular latitudinal circumference, and

wherein the bushing includes either a i) torque-conferring
protrusion, at least a portion of which has a non-circular
latitudinal circumference or ii) socket, the
torque-conferring protrusion or socket of the bushing
engaging the socket or torque-conferring protrusion of the
1ink, thereby providing for torgue transmission between the
links while allowing for pivoting movement of the first
adjacent link relative to the second adjacent link. The
system may also exclude the bushing, with each link engaging
the next adjacent link.

2. claims: 43-67

An articulating link system capable of transmitting torgue
for remote manipulation of a surgical or diagnostic tool
comprising: at least first and second adjacent links, and a
plurality of tabs operably connected to the second adjacent
link to provide torque transmission between the links while
allowing for pivoting movement ofthe First adjacent link
relative to the second adjacent Tink.

3. claims: £8-87

An articulating Tink System capable of transmitting torque
comprising: at least two adjacent links, and a bushing
disposed between the adjacent links, wherein at least one
-adjacent Tink includes a ball or socket, wherein the bushing
includes a socket or a ball to engage the corresponding ball
or socket of the one adjacent link, and wherein the engaged
ball and socket include at least one engaging pin and
reciprocal slot that provide for torque transmission between
the Tinks while allowing for pivoting movement of the first
adjacent 1ink relative to the second adjacent link.
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